DeWeese Uade, Lt. Comdr, 
( Cucator, The Museum 
U.S. Naval Academy 
Annapolis, mp] 


UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY 


Annapolis, Maryland 


Pd 


THE MUSEUM 


17 February 1937. 


Mr. Howland Wood, 

American Numismatic Society, 
156th Street and Broadway, 
New York City. 


My dear Mr. Wood: 


I em sending to you pictures of two items in 
a collection recently donated to the Naval Academy. Dr. Belote, 
Curator of History, U.S. National Museum has been shown the 
pictures, and was unable to state what might have occasioned 
their appearance. He suggested that you might be able to give 
some information concerning them. 


The anchor medal is of iron and is of about 
the same size as the picture. The obverse and reverse of the 
medal are the same. The obverse of the small medal bears the 
likeness of Decatur, while the reverse has that of James 
Lawrence. In the lower edge on one side is the name Furst, 
the same I presume who made many Congressional medals for the 
government. The small medal seems to be of lead. 


Any historical informetion which you may be 
able to furnish me will, I assure you, be greatly appreciated. 
I am particularly puzzled as to what the anchor medal might 
have been used for. 


Very sincerely yours, 
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Wade DeWeese, 
Lieut.Comdr. ,U.S. Navy, 
Curator. 


February 19, 1957 


Lieut.Comdr. Yiade DeWeese, 
Curator, The Museum, 

United States Naval Academy, 
Annapolis, Md. 


Dear Sir: 


In reply to your favor of February i7th, I am herewith returning 
photographs sent. I have never seen either of these medals and conse- 
quently can teli y u very little about them. 2 


The large one, with the anchor, is interesting. I shou.d say it was 
a token of esteem presented by admiring friends of Decatur. The use of an 
anchor is not unusual in the British Navy as a badge, Several are illustrated - 
in British Naval Medals by the Marquis of Milford Haven. Pictures of these 
are on pages 217, 218, 219, 259 and 249. All of these are small, not 
exceeding 2 or 3 inches, and ara gonerally in gold or silver. Some seem 
to be official and others private - none as clumsy as the one you have, 


From the kazge size I am almost tempted to think it might have been 
a joke, presented to him with great pomp by either friends or classmates. 


The interesting part of this is that the portrait is not of Decatur but 
of Napoleon. I am enclosing a rubbing of the Napoleonic medal from which 
this was made. Ours is a brass shell, made to inset in a box, cabinet 
or small piece of furniture, which was quite a comamm practice in those 
days. If you notice your medal carefully, you will see the name 
of Buonaparte has been removed from the truncation of the shoulder and the 
Commodore Morris has evidently been added to the medal, presumably by 
soldering the letters on. This you can easily tell. 


There is no doubt that this anchor piece is contemporary as the 
Napoleonic medal. was made between 1800 and 1805. 


The smaller lead medal was undoubtedly cut by Furst. We have the 
large size governmental medal. This was undoubtedly made on private order 
and was either sold or distributed at the time. It is rather remarkable 
that we have not seen one of these smaller medais. 


” 


— 
Lieut. Comdr. Wade Delieess 
February 19, 1957 


If you have the opportunity I would advise you to get in touch 
with whoever is in charve of the Dr, Malcolm Storer collection of 
Naval Medals and the catalogue of the same made by the late Dr. Storer. 


These wers given to the Government within the past two years . 
and are now in one of the Naval buildings in Washington. One of the 
Secretaries of the Navy should know its whereabouts. If not against | 
regulations, I would be pleased to have you inquire into this matter as 
something should be done about this collection as regards display and 
the working up and pubiishing of the vast amount of material assembled 
by Dr. Storer. I am afruid the collection has been pigeon-holed. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
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